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Introduction 

OCR has produced these candidate exemplar portfolios to support teachers in interpreting the 
assessment criteria for the OCR Nationals specifications.  

This exemplar material serves as a general guide. It provides the following benefits to a teacher: 

 gives teachers an appreciation of the type of work that can be produced for this unit 

 shows how the mark scheme has been applied by a senior assessor. 

 
 
Please note that this resource is provided for advice and guidance only and does not in any way 
constitute an indication of grade boundaries or endorsed answers.  



Moderator’s Commentary: Unit 10  

Digital imaging and photography 
Candidate Name: ET 
 

AO Pass Merit Distinction 

Guidance for 
AO1 

To complete this unit, candidates need to provide evidence in the form of completed assignments and amass a portfolio of written and pictorial work which covers all the assessment 
objectives. 
 
Candidates must explore digital photography through the use and experimentation with digital camera settings. This will consist of a portfolio of images, taken by the candidate, 
demonstrating the ability to alter settings. Candidates can provide evidence for this assessment objective by identifying the settings used for each photograph and explaining how the 
settings affected the final images. 
 

AO1  

Investigate 
photography 
using a digital 
camera 

Candidates demonstrate some knowledge of the functions of a 
digital camera and how to control them. 

They choose and set file size, resolution and selectively set 
focus and exposure. 

They produce a range of images that demonstrate a sound 
knowledge of digital photography, taking account of the 
characteristics of a digital camera. 

Candidates demonstrate a good understanding of the digital 
format and its strengths and limitations. 

They use the characteristics of the digital camera to enhance a 
chosen photographic situation. 

They show a competent understanding of adjusting camera 
settings to achieve desired file size, resolution, focus and 
exposure. 

They capture creative visual images that take advantage of the 
digital camera format. 

Candidates demonstrate a thorough understanding of digital image 
creation and production. 

They use the characteristics of the digital camera to enhance a 
chosen photographic situation. 

They show an advanced understanding of adjusting camera 
settings to achieve desired, resolution, focus and exposure. 

Candidates capture creative visual images that take advantage of 
the digital camera format. 
 
The candidate’s digital photographs will show a thorough 
understanding of the digital format and its strengths and limitations. 

AO1 NOTES 

MERIT 

The candidate has provided notes on resolution, ISO & shutter speed, macro settings and optical and digital zoom. This covers most of the list in the KUS.  The explanations show a clear 
understanding of the functions chosen.  They are accompanied by exemplar photograhs taken by the candidate to illustrate the points made .  The results are compared in each case. There is some 
mention of strengths and limitations of the functions of the digital camera but the advantages of the digital camera format have not been fully exploited. 
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AO Pass Merit Distinction 

Guidance for 
AO2 

Candidates should investigate the availability of different file types. They will compare the different file types and identify when each type is most suitable to use. Candidates can provide 
evidence for this assessment objective by also identifying that different data storage formats will have different maximum capacities or varying costs, for example. 

AO2  

Investigate file 
types and 
data storage 
formats 

Candidates demonstrate a good knowledge of file types for 
digital photographs and data storage formats. 

Candidates demonstrate a detailed knowledge of file types for 
digital photographs and data storage formats. 

They explain and compare the different file types. 

Candidates demonstrate a thorough understanding of file types for 
digital photographs and data storage formats. 

They explain clearly and compare the different file types and identify 
the situations when each type is most suitable for use. 

AO2 NOTES  

MERIT 

The candidate provides a list of five different file formats and follows it with an explanation of what they are and when best to use them.  The explanations provided show the candidate has a very good 
knowledge of the subject.  However, the notes on TIFF’s  are not strictly accurate. The candidate lists only four data storage formats and goes on to explain their capacities and ease of use.  No 
mention is made of cost implications for the various devices. At the end of the candidate’s report a further five storage devices are listed that appear in the KUS but no explanations about their use are 
present. 

Guidance for 
AO3 

Candidates will investigate other sources for digital images, source images from a selection of these sources and save them in appropriate file formats. In Assessment Objectives 4 and 
5, they will combine these sourced images with their own images to create new images. 
 

AO3 

Investigate 
other image 
sources for 
digital imaging 

Candidates identify and collect new images from other sources 
and save them in appropriate file formats. 

They should use these images in conjunction with their own 
images to produce new images for Assessment Objectives 4 
and 5. 

Candidates identify and collect new images from a range of 
other sources and save them in appropriate file formats. 

They will use these images in conjunction with their own 
images to produce a range of new images for Assessment 
Objectives 4 and 5. 

Candidates identify and collect new images from a wide range of 
other sources and save them in appropriate file formats. 

They will use them in conjunction with their own images both digital 
and traditional to produce new, creatively rich images for 
Assessment Objectives 4 and 5. 

AO3 NOTES 

MERIT 

Images have been sourced from the internet, image libaries on the internet, the school intranet and scanned from a magazine. Although this covers the sources mentioned in the KUS it can not be 
considered a wide range of sources.  The explanation of why images were saved in particular formats is weak.   

Images from the internet and intranet have been combined to produce a new image of New York.  The candidate has also combined their own image exhibited in AO1 with images from the intranet  to 
compose a new floral image. 
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AO Pass Merit Distinction 

Guidance for 
AO4 

Candidates will use image manipulation software to perform a range of basic editing techniques. Candidates should evidence the image manipulation by producing either annotated 
screenshots or printing before and after images. Candidates should identify the image manipulation techniques that they have used. 
 

AO4 

Investigate 
basic digital 
image 
manipulation 
through the 
use of image 
manipulation 
software 

Candidates demonstrate a good understanding of 
manipulating digital images and modify them suitably using 
digital software. 

They will use each editing technique listed in the knowledge, 
understanding and skills at least once. 

Candidates competently manipulate digital images and 
creatively enhance them using digital software. 

They will use each editing technique listed in the knowledge, 
understanding and skills appropriately at least once. 

Candidates demonstrate mastery of digital image creation and 
enhancement, using industry standard software tools to a 
professional level. 

This will include effective use of all the editing techniques listed in 
the knowledge, understanding and skills.  

Candidates will annotate their printouts to explain the choice of 
editing technique. 

AO4 NOTES 

PASS 

The candidate has produced notes and examples of before and after photographs to illustrate the basic editing techniques listed in the KUS.  The notes demonstrate the candidate have a good 
understanding of the basic techniques. There is no explanation of why these techniques have been used.  Further in the case of rotation of an image, it appears to simply to show the technique being 
applied.  The candidate has only explained how to carry out the techniques but not put them into any context. 

Guidance for 
AO5 

Candidates should demonstrate their ability to carry out a wide range of complex image manipulation skills on a range of photographs. Candidates should produce before and after 
images as well as annotated screenshots showing a range of tools and techniques used on a range of photographs. They must also explain why they have used those particular tools and 
techniques.  

 

AO5 

Experiment 
with complex 
image 
manipulation 
and creation 
using image 
manipulation 
software 

Candidates carry out complex image manipulation and 
creation using image manipulation software using a variety of 
advanced editing techniques.  

They will use each of the techniques listed in the knowledge, 
understanding and skills. 

Candidates carry out complex image manipulation and 
creation using image manipulation software using a variety of 
advanced editing techniques.  

They will use each of the techniques and examples listed in 
the knowledge, understanding and skills. 

Candidates carry out complex image manipulation and creation 
using image manipulation software using a variety of advanced 
editing techniques.  

They will use each of the techniques listed in the knowledge, 
understanding and skills as well as additional techniques. 

They will independently source professional standard images and 
combine these with their own creative images to produce new, 
original pieces of work. 

AO5 NOTES 

PASS 

The candidate has created two complex images from sourced images and one original image.  The candidate has used image manipulation techniques in Photoshop but has not considered other 
software.  The candidate has layered the images and described some of the techniques used on some of individual images.  The choice of techiques used appears to be random, with no reasons given 
of why they have been chosen.  For the Statue of Liberty image, the candidate states an effect has been added, but no evidence is present to support this, apart from possibly a transparent back 
ground.  No explanation is offered about this image. 
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AO Pass Merit Distinction 

Guidance for 
AO6 

Candidates should present the photographs in a portfolio to a client. Candidates will need to demonstrate that they have understood the range of printing options and settings.  
 

AO6  

Present 
photographs 
in a portfolio 

Candidates present the edited and unedited photographs in a 
portfolio and produce limited or no evidence of feedback. 

The photographs are not presented to give the best effect and 
are accompanied by short annotations identifying the 
techniques used in creating, editing and printing the images. 

Candidates present the edited and unedited photographs in a 
portfolio and produce some evidence of feedback. 

The photographs are clearly presented and accompanied by 
annotations describing the techniques used in creating, editing 
and printing the images. 

Candidates present the edited and unedited photographs in a 
portfolio and produce detailed evidence of feedback. 

The photographs are presented in an interesting and creative way 
and accompanied by annotations describing and justifying the 
techniques used in creating, editing and printing the images. 

AO6 NOTES 
The candidate has presented some of the edited and unedited photogrphs to a goup of students in the form of a slide show.  Feedback has been obtained from each member of the group and there are 
brief comments on the feedback.  The photographs are clearly presented with some descriptions of the techniques used in creating the images.  Some descriptions are better than others.  The 
candidate has provided written evidence to support the printing of the photogrphs and there is some discussion of DPI, print size, printer settings and different printer paper.  Again some descriptions 
are better than others. 

Guidance for 
AO7 

Candidates should evaluate their portfolio as well as their strengths and weaknesses in completing the portfolio.  
 

AO7 

Evaluate 
photographic 
portfolio 

 

Candidates provide a review of their work covering quality 
rather than fitness for purpose. 

They make few comparisons between their own work and that 
of professional photographers.  

Their evaluations show a basic grasp of the photographic 
process and how it is used professionally. 

Candidates provide a review of their work covering quality and 
fitness for purpose. 

They make some comparisons between their own work and 
that of professional photographers.  

Their evaluations show a sound understanding of the 
photographic process and how it is used professionally. 

Candidates provide a detailed analysis of their work in terms of 
quality and fitness for purpose. 

They make critical comparisons between their own work and that of 
professional photographers.  

Their evaluations show a complete understanding of the 
photographic process and how it is used professionally. 

AO7 NOTES 

PASS 

The candidate lists the photographic and editing techniques that  have been used throughout the project. There is  brief discussion  the quality of the work with reference to the feedback.  There is no 
mention of fitness for purpose.  The candidate discusses the quality of the work compared to what could be produced by a professional photographer giving sensible reasons for the differences.  The 
evaluation shows a basic grasp of the photographic process. 

With three passes and four merits, the evidence for some of which is weak, an overall MERIT is awarded. 

 

 

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 AO5 AO6 AO7 
MERIT MERIT MERIT PASS PASS MERIT PASS 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Candidate’s Work: Candidate ET 
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