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ESSAY C

La ciencia y la tecnologia - La tecnologia

Titulo: Un periédico espaiiol ha descrito la contribucién de las nuevas tecnologias a la
vida nacional como "muy negativa".
Escribe un articulo para expresar tu reaccion a esa idea.

Length: 710 words
Mark: 7+9+9+9=34

Content

The question asked the candidate to write an article. The best answer would read as such,
perhaps with a headline, or beginning with a reference to the article to which the writer is
responding. It would evaluate the contribution of new technologies to life in Spain today:
examples that candidates might have studied in a course could be mobile phones, the
internet, the AVE, power generation or technology in industry, science or medicine.

This essay deals with the issues, but it lacks focus.

Grid N: Relevance and Points of View

The essay has a little specific information relating to Spain. One piece of statistical
information is given relating to mobile phones and one relating to the internet. The candidate
is aware of the current issue of unemployment in Spain, and of recent cases concerning crime
over the internet; however in some of the areas mentioned the comments are no more than
general. The areas are relevant to Spain, but the candidate does not make that ciear. The
candidate did not take the opportunity to see the answer as an article, rather than an essay. It
was felt that there was just enough relevant material to justify awarding 7 marks.

Grid O: Structure and Analysis

The essay is clearly structured. It has an introduction and a conclusion and it answers the
question. The essay is planned and the candidate is able to develop an argument. 9 marks
were awarded. The recommended maximum length is 400 words; this essay is significantly
longer. Unfortunately, the excessive length leads to repetition of ideas, some of which are
rather obvious. It begins with an introduction on the rise of technology and raises the issue
from the question. It looks at the positive side (mobiles, medicine, innovation in firms and the
internet); however, analysis of the effects tends to be rather shallow. Mobiles are said to be
good because they allow people to contact the emergency services; new medicines will make
life better; the internet means people can find information easily and work from home. On the
negative side, there is a similar pattern, with regard to crime and stress.

Grid C.2: Quality of language — accuracy

The level of accuracy is high. There are errors related to spelling, prepositions, accents and
agreement. They do not impede understanding. 9 marks were awarded.

Grid F.2: Quality of language — range

The essay has the vocabulary that is needed for the topic. It reads easily. It uses idiom with
ease. 9 marks were awarded.
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ESSAY D

14. El medio ambiente — La protecciéon del mundo natural

Titulo: Vives en Espaiia. Escribe un articulo para la pagina Web de un grupo
ecologista nacional para evaluar una iniciativa para proteger la naturaleza de
tu zona.

Relevance and Points of View [10]
Structure and Analysis [15]
Quality of Language [20]
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ESSAY D

El medio ambiente — La protecciéon del mundo natural

Titulo: Vives en Espaiia. Escribe un articulo para la pagina Web de un grupo ecologista
nacional para evaluar una iniciativa para proteger la naturaleza de tu zona.

Length: 315 words
Mark: 4+7+7+7=25

Content

The question asked for an article, written for an environmental group; the article is to evaluate
a local ecological project to protect the environment, in other words to judge its likely success
or otherwise. A good answer will come from a candidate who has studied this topic, is aware
of at least one specific initiative from a Spanish-speaking country and is able to say if it is
good or not, in the form of a piece of writing from a campaigning group.

This essay appears to be an answer to a different question, which perhaps would have asked
the candidate to define the main issues relating to environmental protection in a particular
place.

Grid N: Relevance and Points of View

This essay opens by addressing the reader; it closes with an email address for further
contact; these are credible features of a campaigning article. It addresses the general issue of
the sub-topic, rather than the question, with regard to energy generation; it then changes
subject to talk about litter. There is an unspecified reference to nuestra zona/ mi barrio/
nuestra ciudad; however, apart from mentioning the lince ibérico and the clear skies in Spain,
there is no specific mention of that or any other Spanish-speaking country. The article does
not evaluate a project for the protection of nature. It was not possible to award more than 4
marks.

Grid O: Structure and Analysis

Although it is off-topic, the essay does have a structure; after a brief reference to the subtopic,
it announces the imminent arrival of a nuclear power station, puts some obvious arguments
against and then assesses alternative power sources, with some of the disadvantages. There
is then a sudden change of topic. The essay was awarded 7 marks.

Grid C.2: Quality of language — accuracy

The accuracy is generally reasonable. There are some errors of spelling and with verb forms.
7 marks were awarded.

Grid F.2: Quality of language - range

With the obvious exception of constructar, the use of vocabulary in this essay is good. It is
appropriate for the sub-topic. There is a range of structures and various tenses of the verb are
used. There was an attempt to introduce and maintain variety linguistically. It was felt that 7
marks could just be awarded.
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ESSAY E

11. Cuestiones sociales — El desempleo

Muchos espaiioles dicen que el desempleo es es uno de los problemas mas

severos del pais.
En tu opinién, ses el desempleo en Espaiia un problema tan grave?

Relevance and Points of View [10]
Structure and Analysis [15]
Quality of Language [20]
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ESSAY E

Cuestiones sociales - El desempleo

Titulo: Muchos espaiioles dicen que el desempleo es uno de los problemas mas
severos del pais. En tu opinién, ¢ es el desempleo en Espaia un problema tan grave?

Length: 430 words
Mark: 7+10+8+8=33

Content

It was expected that, in this essay, candidates would consider the extent of the problem (with
some precise information) and consider its consequences, with an evaluation of their
seriousness. The causes of unemployment may or not be considered. Candidates could
choose to compare the seriousness of unemployment with other issues, if they wished. Some
relevant statistical information would obviously strengthen the essay.

This essay answers the question, contains the basic facts and provides some degree of
analysis.

Grid N: Relevance and Points of View

The essay opens with the relevant key facts. The areas covered in the essay are those that
the Spanish media usually cover, when dealing with this issue (crime, personal
consequences, the situation of immigrants and young people). In each area, it would have
been possible to ground the essay and the ideas in precise information obtained during the
study of the sub-topic. 7 marks were awarded.

Grid O: Structure and Analysis

The essay has a clear structure. After stating the facts, it looks at social problems caused by
unemployment, although the analysis is not profound. After considering the personal
consequences of unemployment, it considers the issue of immigration in this regard. It
suggests that the government should resolve the problem with job creation and education,
while coping with a drop in tax income. It briefly considers whether other problems are worse,
before reaching a conclusion. 10 marks were awarded.

Grid C.2: Quality of language — accuracy

The level of accuracy is generally good, although perhaps careless. The correct language
significantly outweighs the incorrect. There is just enough of quality to award 8 marks.

Grid F.2: Quality of language — range

The vocabulary and the structures used are varied and are appropriate to expressing opinions
on this topic. The essay reads easily and generally uses Spanish idiom. There is just enough
to justify awarding 8 marks.
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ESSAY F

14. El medio ambiente — La contaminacion

“Hasta hoy se ha hecho poco para poner fin a los desastrosos efectos de
la contaminacién en Espana”

¢ Estas de acuerdo con esta opinion?

Relevance and Points of View [10]
Structure and Analysis [15]
Quality of Language [20]
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ESSAY F

El medio ambiente — La contaminacion

Titulo: Hasta hoy se ha hecho poco para poner fin a los desastrosos efectos de la
contaminacion en Espaiia.
¢ Estas de acuerdo con esta opinion?

Length: 390 words
Mark: 6+8+6+6=26

Content

The question begins with a quotation that requires commentary, in particular with regard to
the phrase desastrosos efectos de la contaminacion. A candidate who has studied the subject
would be able to identify and quantify particular aspects of the theme or specific cases in
Hispanic countries where there were effects that might be described as disastrous; perhaps
these could relate to pollution of air, water or ground, noise pollution or industrial pollution.
Once identified, the essay would consider what has been done about it and evaluate whether
it is "enough".

The essay addresses the general area. It does not make use of the idea of desastroso; it
does not evaluate what is done and whether it is enough, rather stating that more needs to be
done.

Grid N: Relevance and Points of View

The essay refers to Spain in general terms. There are four figures given; they would be more
credible if they were sourced. There is therefore some factual evidence, which is relevant,
although it would be possible to include more such evidence. 6 marks were awarded.

Grid O: Structure and Analysis

The essay begins by showing that it understands the title; the statistic given in the introduction
is, by implication, related to the disastrous effects of pollution. The second paragraph deals
with emissions from cars; there is another statistic. Obvious general alternatives to the car are
given, but the essay admits they are often not workable. There is a lack of analysis here
regarding the causes and the effects of these emissions, as well as measures to reduce
them. The same pattern is followed in the comments on recycling, where similar ideas are
repeated. The conclusion is that the government should do more, although it probably will not
work in the view of the essay writer. The response is structured and organised, with only
some ability to develop an argument. 8 marks were awarded.

Grid C.2: Quality of language — accuracy

The accuracy is distinctly patchy. The candidate is not consistently accurate with verbs,
genders or agreements. Most sentences have at least one error. It was felt that there was just
enough to justify the 6 marks awarded.

Grid F.2: Quality of language - range

There is appropriate vocabulary for the task. There is a range of tenses. However, the essay
does not read easily, because structures are not always used clearly. On balance, 6 marks
were awarded.
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